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NEWS FROM THE TOWN HALL

Meeting on 12th December 2011

Planning Applications

Three planning applications were considered.

· DC/2011/01099 – New agricultural barn for housing farm animals - Penpye, Grosmont.

· DC/2011/00907 – Change of use from agricultural to private use, to enable a new driveway to lead to the farmhouse, making the entrance safer – Upper Dyffryn, Grosmont.

· DC/2011/01145 – Proposed alterations and extensions to Wern Gounsel, Pandy.

Applications 01099 and 00907 were recommended for approval but Application 01145 was deferred for a members site meeting.

Roads

Rural roads once again came before us.

i. Flooding and excess water on B4521 at Llanvetherine (between Firs Road and Llanvetherine Church.

ii. A report was given on a meeting between the residents of Llangua and the South Wales Trunk Road Agency.  The result of the meeting was a number of marker posts, to highlight the bend, to be doubled.  This work has now been completed.  A further scheme is to be included in the Capital Bid for 2012/2013.  The Community Council would like to be invited to any further meetings with the South Wales Trunk Road Agency.

iii. An E-mail was received from Richard Baker of Ewyas Harold concerning advertising signs at Llangua Bridge.  These signs are contravening planning regulations but our Council feel that as these signs are advertising local businesses, no further action be taken.

Local Development Plan

Correspondence concerning the Local Development Plan was discussed.  It was agreed that we should confer with the Action for Sustainable Grosmont Group before submitting our plans.

Internet Access

A letter was received from David Davies MP. asking if we would be interested in talking up three new initiatives to provide rural areas with affordable Internet access.  Vodafone and Avanti communications have launched schemes aimed at connecting some of Monmouthshire’s rural areas.  Anyone interested in these schemes please contact me on 01981 240297.

Street Lighting

A letter was received from Monmouthshire County Council concerning the future of streetlights.  Grosmont has been a village, which has been part of a trial where lights have been dimmed by 50% between 10.00pm and 5.30am. this offers a saving of 30% on energy costs.  It was proposed that we inform Monmouthshire County Council of streetlights that are left on all day.

An expensive mistake has been made by Monmouthshire County Council.  For a number of years we have been credited with “small business rate relief” on the Town Hall. The County Council has now realised that we have not been entitled to rate relief.  As a result we have been informed that we are £863 in arrears dating back to 2007/2008.  We shall be taking legal advice on this.  Why should be pay for other people’s mistakes?!!

Due to the resignation of Lynne Potter, Peter McVann of Poorscript Lane has been co-opted onto the Council.  The vacancy for clerk will be discussed at the next meeting after the position has been advertised in a local paper.

Despite rumours circulating that all our recycling bags (red, purple and black) are taken to landfill sites, the bags are sorted at the Llanfoist Depot and then taken to Southampton.  Why Southampton? It’s free there, as previously we had to pay at Cardiff. Monmouthshire has a good recycling record – it is the fifth in Wales, actually recycling 55% of waste.

The Council wish everyone a Happy Christmas and Healthy New Year.

Bob Wilcox

Clerk


