Bringing the Past Alive

Quarterly Report July – October 2010

1. The project working party has met three times to plan the launch and work on the project.  The launch was part of Grosmont Village Day and well received with good press coverage.  Jennifer Stewart, HLF Wales, spoke at the launch of the importance of collaborative heritage projects such as this with learning and conservation as important elements.  John Rodger, chair of the St. Nicholas' Church Nave Committee and the Rev. Dr. Jean Prosser, MBE, also contributed.  A 'project style' was agreed and used for a bilingual banner and reply leaflets, which were on display and have been widely distributed.


2. Cadw indicated its support with a small Civic Awards grant making the project fully funded. Administration and oversight are provided by the St. Nicholas' Church Restoration Steering group.  The diocesan advisory committee visited the church in July and commended the proposed work to the memorial and heritage interpretation and learning.


3. During the summer, research has continued with a visit to Lambeth Palace Library to transcribe minutes of the Incorporated Church Building Society relating to the J.P.Seddon restoration (1860s).  Contacts have been made with local people interested in recording memories of the village and church.  One member visited Arnos Vale, Bristol, to see how cemetery interpretation was handled there and made a useful contact with the head of interpretation, Felicia Smith, who offered advice and support.  Individuals have continued to research and bring together sources that may be used for interpretation materials.


4. Work has started on a 'long list' of subjects for the story book and guides and distilled into 5 broad periods:

a) 1066 – 1550: early builders; William Fitz Osbern; Hubert de Burgh; Henry of Grosmont; construction of the nave roof; church and village up to Reformation

b) 1550 – 1700: George Catesby recusant; Rector John Martin (1597-1626); Charles William (+1636) mayor and Baker / Gabb families; Springetts. Ann Price warden.

c) 1700 – 1800: James Davies; role of church as local authority:roads, poor law; justice; Alice Hitchins

d) 1800 – 1900: J.P.Seddon and Victorian restoration and clergy: William Henry Twyning; Charles Alexander Wesley; 

e) 1900 – 2000: water and electricity supplies; Garnet Bevan; Dr. Hampson; Rev. Macadam; John Bryan, blacksmith; Ada Pratlett post woman and poet; James Alfred Bevan 1st capt.Wales rugby; emigration / disapora


5. Media and print options are being explored with the aim of producing easily updated and accessible formats.


6. Open days for 2011 are under consideration including: 
a) a 'Finds Surgery' inviting local people to bring finds for identification and contributing to map of periods in Grosmont;
b) guided exploration of church registers;
c) recording grave stones and memorials;
d) celebrating conservation of Charles William memorial
e) celebrating heritage in Grosmont


7. Conservation of the Charles William memorial has been contracted to McNeilage Conservation who started to conserve and remove the stone 5th October 2010.  Removal and transport to their workshop is expected to take 2 weeks. Work so far has revealed a large void filled with rubble behind the stone which will be examined by archaeologists before disposal.  The memorial is extremely fragile and will need very careful handling to keep intact.

To see progress: www.grosmont.org
If you have Grosmont stories to tell or want to get involved with your heritage, please contact: Jean Prosser jean.prosser@waitrose.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:jean.prosser@waitrose.com"
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