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Grosmont celebrates Lottery funding for Bringing the Past Alive

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has awarded £22,800 for an exciting new heritage project which will bring the past alive in Grosmont, Monmouthshire.  The community is delighted with the award, which will conserve an important memorial stone to Charles William and his wife, Joan Baker, in St. Nicholas Church.  Charles William, who died in 1636, was Mayor of Grosmont and Deputy Steward to the Duchy of Lancaster.  The memorial stone, which is a rare survivor of several restorations to St. Nicholas church, is now very fragile due to water penetration over the years.  The conservation of the memorial will be carried out by McNeilage Conservation, specialists in memorial conservation.  Torquil McNeilage said, “this is stunning news, the memorial is important to Grosmont and it is in the worst condition of any I have seen.  Its removal and restoration will be a delicate operation and the work is expected to take about five months.”  

As well as conserving the memorial, the project will work with volunteers to record grave stones and to tell the stories of Grosmont's past.  The volunteers will be trained to record oral histories that will form part of two listening posts.  They will also be involved in producing new, bilingual interpretation material including a ‘wall book’ tracing the lives of prominent people in Grosmont’s past and an illustrated guides exploring the architecture and social history of the Church.  School pupils will create a young persons version of the guide by carrying out their own research.

The church will also hold heritage open days in 2011 in which anyone with an interest in the heritage of Grosmont church and village can take part.  Commenting on the Heritage Lottery Fund award, the Priest in Charge, Rev. Dr. Jean Prosser MBE, said “this is a dream come true, especially as the church is now dry thanks to a previous grant from HLF for repairs, so this is a wonderful opportunity to save this important memorial and to interpret the history of this place for all ages to enjoy.” 

St. Nicholas' Church, which is listed as of outstanding architectural importance, has one of the largest medieval naves in a village church in South Wales.  Extensive restoration has repaired the roof, drainage and timbers.  The restoration is the first phase in making the church fit for all kinds of events for local people and visitors. The next phase will involve plans to provide community facilities so that the building can be used more widely for receptions, concerts and village events.

Speaking at the launch of the project at Grosmont Village Day, Jennifer Stewart, Head of HLF in Wales said, “St Nicholas Church has a particularly interesting story to tell.  We are delighted that our funding will help share that story by involving the community while at the same time conserving an important memorial plaque.  This is a fantastic project which will bring people of all ages together to try their hand at something new and gain a deeper understanding of where they live.”

- ENDS -

For further information please contact: Rev. Dr. Jean Prosser Priest in Charge Grosmont Group of Parishes Tel: 01873 821405 Email: jean.prosser@waitrose.com
Notes to Editors

The launch of Bringing the Past Alive will take place on Saturday 10th July at 12.30pm in Grosmont church with Jennifer Stewart, Head of HLF Wales, as part of events celebrating all the activities of groups in Grosmont.

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  HLF has supported more than 26,000 projects allocating over £4billion across the UK, including more than 1,800 projects totalling over £200 million in Wales.  To find out more, please visit www.hlf.org.uk
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