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Grosmont celebrates the re-opening of St. Nicholas Church

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) funding for urgent repairs to St. Nicholas' Church, Grosmont, has paid off handsomely.  This magnificent church in North Monmouthshire has re-opened with a celebration involving the whole community, attended by the Bishop of Monmouth, the Rt. Rev. Dominic Walker. For eight months the church has been shrouded in scaffolding while urgent repairs were carried out by the main contractors, Capps and Capps of Herefordshire, supervised by conservation architects Morgan and Horowskyj of Abergavenny.

St. Nicholas' Church, which is listed as of outstanding architectural importance, has one of the largest medieval naves in a village church in South Wales.  Recent tree-ring dating confirmed that the timbers dated from the first part of the thirteenth century, making it the oldest roof on a church in use in Wales.  The community is delighted with the restoration work, which has included rebuilding part of the spire and substantial roof repairs.  Urgent work to rebuild drains and soak-aways to stop water entering the building at ground level were undertaken and roof timbers were treated to stop beetle attack and the spread of dry rot.  Essential internal work has renewed parts of the internal plaster, which was in a hazardous state, repaired windows and floors and other areas.  The HLF grant enabled the church to complete the first phase of the overall renovation project.  The next phase will involve plans to provide community facilities so that the building can be used more widely for receptions, concerts and village events.  An exciting new project, funded by the HLF, will conserve the memorial in the church to Charles William, one time Mayor of Grosmont in the early 1600s, provide the latest technology to display the history of the building and people of Grosmont, and opportunities for volunteering and recording local history.

Commenting on the restoration, the Priest in Charge, the Rev. Dr. Jean Prosser, said: “The community is absolutely delighted with the transformation this restoration has achieved.  We are excited by the possibilities to use this beautiful space for the benefit of the village and surrounding area.  It is the largest public space for miles and we now need flexible solutions to ensure its place at the heart of this community for many generations.”

Jennifer Stewart, Head of HLF in Wales added, “Wales’ many churches are an important part of our shared heritage and are strongly associated with the local identity of the towns and villages they serve.  We are thrilled that this grant has helped secure the future of St. Nicholas’ Church to be enjoyed by present and future generations not just as a place of worship, but as a focus for community activity.”

Grosmont parochial church council (PCC) is grateful to the many donors to this project including the heritage lottery fund, Cadw, the National Churches Trust, the Headley Trust, the Welsh church fund, the Church in Wales, Monmouth diocese and many individuals.  The restoration group continues to raise funds to match the grants with £7000 still to be found and to fund the next phase of improvements to open up access to all.

For further information please contact: Rev. Dr. Jean Prosser Priest in Charge Grosmont Group of Parishes Tel: 01873 821405 Email: jean.prosser@waitrose.com
