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Restoration Update - 1st March

Scaffolding on the spire is coming down as work to the spire is completed.  The cockerel has been re-gilded and re-installed on the pinnacle.  

Work to rebuild the Victorian drains and soakaways on the north side of the church is complete and drainage on the north west side is almost complete.  This drain and the new gutters will take rainwater away from the oldest part of the church and help to dry out the C13 walls.  Already the improved management of rain water is drying out the north transept of the church. 

A silver penny, possibly from the 16th century, turned up in the excavations on Tuesday.  It has been sent to the National Museum of Wales for identification and dating.

Work inside the church includes removing defective and unsafe plaster and re-plastering – and this is well advanced.  A photographic record of the stone has been made.   The  ringing chamber floor has been repaired, making it safe for ringers.  Work continues to make the old nave roof safe and all the timbers have been treated for Death Watch Beetle and worm.  An infestation of Dry Rot has also been treated.

The work throughout has paid careful attention not to disturb bats or the nesting sites of swifts and this has been monitored by an ecologist.

The work is on target for completion by mid April.  The work by Capps & Capps of Herefordshire, supervised by Morgan and Horowskyj, is of the highest standard.

We gratefully acknowledge support from Cadw, The Church in Wales, Garfield Weston Foundation, The Headley Trust, The Heritage Lottery Fund, Monmouth Diocese, The National Churches Trust, The Welsh Church Fund and local people for this restoration.

Churchyard project

Since a team of remand prisoners from HMP Prescoed, under the supervision of Monmouthshire County Council, cleared the overgrown areas of Grosmont churchyard, a project part-funded by the Welsh Assembly Government is drawing up a churchyard plan.

The community will be consulted on future use of space for burials and open spaces within the churchyard and a new area for Cremated Remains (Ashes) is being agreed with the church authorities.  The project will also consult families on marking graves without headstones and carry out health and safety improvements.   

If you have any questions, please contact:

 Rev. Jean Prosser on 01873 821405

