 UPDATE ON GROSMONT RESTORATION WORK

The discovery reported last month of a silver penny near St. Nicholas' church walls was followed by a discovery of a less pleasant kind, namely evidence of Real Dry Rot (serpula lacrymans) in the 'black hole' corner of the old nave.  It showed as a 'fruit' about half a metre across, pale grey in colour with a startling scarlet patch in the centre.  This means that the fungus has had time to spread.  It thrives in wet areas and it will be treated as soon as practicable.  However, there is no guarantee that Dry Rot can be eliminated and it will need careful monitoring and further treatment.  It is absolutely essential that we stop water getting into the fabric of the church – which the new drainage and roof repairs are designed to do.  After the repairs are completed, the church must dry out completely and we must ensure good circulation of air in all the dark corners.  We must also avoid bringing in anything that might be suspected of rot or worm infestation.

A specialist survey also quantified the extent of Death Watch Beetle attack in the roof timbers and about 10% of the timbers in the old nave roof need replacing. Fortunately, most of the replacements are in the jack rafters, rather than main beams.  The collar beam that needs strengthening will have the repair timber fitted alongside the existing beam so the new work is plain to see.  The timber will be treated, but, again there is no guarantee offered.  Infestations of Death Watch Beetle are only cured by injecting pesticide paste into the timbers, but this structurally weakens the timber and is not an option in this case.

Works so far completed include: the new drainage runs, rebuild of retaining walls and exterior flagstones to north walls; spire masonry taken down and rebuilt; repointing to the spire is underway after cleaning off moss and lichen; scaffolding is 80% complete; work to level the nave floor is 65% completed; replacement of rafter feet and soffit boards 90% completed; slate repairs to roof areas 65% completed; surveys are complete of the nave roof for structural weakness and of the whole church for evidence of beetle and rot attack, and remedial action commissioned. The cockerel is down from the top of the spire and, it is hoped, to find funds to re-gild it before being re-instated.

The church will be closed to visitors from January for at least four months. During this time services and choir practice will take place in the Town Hall.

Fund raising is continuing for this important work  - our target to raise is now £13,000 – a big thank you to all who have so generously contributed. Events are planned for next year and ideas for raising funds are always welcome.  Please contact Rev. Jean Prosser  (01873 821405) or Louise Minford (01981 240006 treasurer) if you can help in any way.

